Peter Anthony Kincaid

Probable origin of the Kincaids of Warriston.

One of the more prominent lines of Kincaid in Scotland was that of the Kincaids of Warriston in Edinburgh.
Many are familiar with the misfortune of John Kincaid of Warriston who was murdered in 1600 at the
instigation of his wife Jean Livingstoun of Dunipace." The origin of this particular line of Kincaids has
been elusive. However, it can be now shown that this line most likely started with John Kincaid, son and
heir of Thomas Kincaid of Coates, constable of Edinburgh Castle and Master of Works at the beginning of
the 16" century.?

From the testament dative and inventar of Margaret Bellenden, spouse of John Kincaid of Waristoune,
registered in the Edinburgh Commissary on 9 December 1569, we learn that Edward Kincaid dwelling
under the castle wall was the nephew of her husband. The reference was to £10 owed by “Edward Kincaid
under the wall bro[thi]r sone to [th]e said Johne” (the th in the brackets being represented by the letter
thorn). This reference recently located by this author is a key piece of evidence in determining the origins
of the Kincaids of Warriston.

The following two instruments make it clear that Edward Kincaid under the wall was the son of James
Kincaid of Coates (for clarity point of interest bolded):

5 January 1564. Interdiction - James Kincaid, son and heir of the late James Kincaid of the Coittis,
with consent of John Logan of Cotfield and Adam Logan, brothers to his mother, his curators, to the
said John and Adam Logan, William Kincaid brother of James Kincaid of that 1lk, Edward
Kincaids, father’s brother of granter, and Stevin Kincaid of Craiglokhart, also his father’s
brother.

Issobel Falcone and James Kincaid of the east half of the Coittis, her spouse, (with consent of
Stevin Kincaid in Craiglockhart, William Kincaid, burgess of Edinburgh and Edward Kincaid
under the wall, at whose instance the said James was interdicted) on the one part; and Edward
Kincaid, burgess of Edinburgh, dwelling at Nether Bow, brother german of George Kincaid,
burgess in Campheir on the other - contract of sale of half of Falcone Mylnes dated 15 October
1570 and registered 16 October 1570.*

We also see above that Edward Kincaid under the wall was also the brother of Stephen Kincaid of
Craiglockhart. From a charter registered under the Great Seal of Scotland on 1 April 1633, we learn that
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Stephen Kincaid was also the brother of Cuthbert Kincaid.> This links us back to 30 October 1526, when
James Kincaid in the Coates, with David Kincaid, Cuthbert Kincaid and James Kincaid his sons, were
granted a tack of half of the lands of Coates; of which said James Kincaid Sr. then had a tack of.°

The above tells us that the 1526 James Kincaid in Coates had sons David Kincaid, Cuthbert Kincaid, James
Kincaid (who married Jonet Logan and had James Kincaid who eventually married Issobel Falcone),
Stephen Kincaid of Craiglockhart, and Edward Kincaid under the Wall. The half of Coates that the 1526
James Kincaid held was the east half; as this is what came to be held by his grandson James Kincaid (m.
Issobel Falcone).’

We also now know that the 1526 James Kincaid in Coates was the brother of John Kincaid of Warriston.
This John Kincaid of Warriston was married to Margaret Bellenden sometime before 26 November 1538
when they and their son, John, were assigned a tack of the teinds of the town and regality of Broughton from
her brother, John Bellenden.®

Now on 7 April 1513 the lands of Coates were held by Thomas Kincaid in Coates who was the father of
Master John Kincaid, Thomas Kincaid of that ilk, and David Kincaid (who was then engaged to Helen
Moubray).® Thomas Kincaid of that Ik had married Elizabeth Kincaid, daughter and heir of Patrick
Kincaid of that Ik, and acquired the lands of Craiglockhart from her father.’® This Thomas Kincaid in
Coates was constable of Edinburgh Castle.* He died before 30 March 1517 when Master John Kincaid,
his son and heir, succeeded to £3 of annual rents he held.*

With a gap of only 9 years (i.e. between 1517 when Master John Kincaid succeeded and the 30 October
1526 lease wherein James Kincaid held half of Coates), it seems only logical that Master John Kincaid
eventually became John Kincaid of Warriston. The idea being that he took the Warriston lands while his
siblings and their family got Coates. So far a record closing this nine year gap has been elusive.
However, it is hard to envision a scenario whereby James Kincaid of Coates was not a younger son of
Thomas Kincaid in Coates, constable of Edinburgh Castle, since the latter’s elder sons survived past 1526.
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Thomas Kincaid’s son David Kincaid and his wife Helen Moubray were alive on 26 May 1531,** and his
son Thomas Kincaid of that Ik was still living on 22 July 1560."

There is further evidence of a James Kincaid associated with the family of Thomas Kincaid in Coates. On
11 May 1513, Thomas Kincaid of Craiglockhart (son of Thomas Kincaid in Coates) gave a liferent to his
brother Master John Kincaid to a chamber in his mansion and lands, on the south side of Trinity College.
One of the witnesses to this was a James Kincaid."® He is perhaps their brother and the future James
Kincaid in Coates.

All in all, it is not 100% certain that the Kincaids of Warriston started with the son and heir of Thomas
Kincaid in Coates. However, the evidence points to this. It was certainly worthy enough to note.
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